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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chiswick 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1909,  with  observations  resulting 
from  the  consideration  of  vital  statistics  and  other 
kindred  sanitary  subjects.  The  statistics  will  perhaps 
not  be  found  to  be  quite  of  so  high  a character  as 
it  has  been  my  privilege  and  duty  to  record  from  year 
to  year,  although  the  general  result  may  be  considered 
favourable  in  most  of  its  aspects.  We  can  at  least  feel 
satisfaction  that  no  serious  epidemic  of  a fatal  type, 
such  as  small  pox  or  enteric  fever,  has  prevailed,  and 
compared  with  former  years  you  will,  I think,  agree 
that  there  has  been  little,  if  any  deviation  from  the 
usual  standard  of  good  health  which  our  town  is  known 
to  enjoy. 

Incorporated  herewith  is  the  Report  of  your  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  H.  Clarke,  giving  details  of 
the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department. 
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Population. 

The  difficulty  of  making  a fairly  reliable  estimate 
of  our  population  does  not  diminish  and  is  not  likely 
to  do  so  during  the  intercensal  period,  and  it  is  much 
to  be  desired  that  a general  census  should  be  taken 
more  frequently,  that  is  to  say  quinquennially.  The 
conclusion  that  I have  come  to  for  the  purposes  of  this 
report  is  that  the  population  for  the  middle  of  last 
year  should  be  estimated  at  37,059  and  on  this  number 
I have  calculated  the  birth  and  death  rates. 


Births. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  877; 
of  this  number  456  were  males  and  421  were  females, 
compared  with  898  for  1908,  shewing  a decrease  of 
21.  This  is  equivalent  to  a birth  rate  of  23.66  per  1000, 
which  is  comparatively  low  and  in  fact  below  the 
average  for  the  past  ten  years  That  for  London  was 
24.2  and  for  76  large  towns  26.3. 


Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  535  (285  males,  250 
females)  and  for  1908  they  numbered  443,  showing  an 
increase  of  92.  The  number  registered  outside  the 
district  was  132,  and  within  the  District,  418,  including 
15  non-residents,  making  the  total  of  535.  The 
death  rate  was  14.4  per  1,000  ; that  for  London  was 
14.0,  and  for  the  76  large  towns,  14.9. 
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Infantile  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  children  who  died  under  a year  was 
95,  compared  with  96  for  1908,  and  was  equal  to 
108.3  Per  1,000  births,  against  106.9  f°r  the  previous 
year,  which  indicates  a slight  increase.  For  London 
it  was  107. 

I have  on  several  previous  occasions  commented  on 
this  regrettable  waste  of  infant  life,  due  in  a great 
measure  to  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  mothers  in  the 
matter  of  feeding  and  general  care  of  their  young 
children,  the  feeding  being  too  frequently  of  a most 
injudicious  character  and  answerable  for  a consider- 
able proportion  of  the  mortality.  Table  No.  5 gives 
detailed  statistics  of  these  infantile  deaths,  tabulated 
according  to  age  and  causation.  I feel  convinced 
that  the  duties  now  carried  out  by  your  Health 
Visitor  will  have  a natural  tendency  to  reduce  the 
infantile  mortality  of  Chiswick,  by  instructing  young 
mothers  both  on  the  care  and  feeding  of  their  infants 
and  leaving  them  the  leaflets  which  have  been  drawn 
up  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  by  this  and 
other  means  she  receives  a cordial  welcome  and 
support,  which  has  a tendency  to  assist  in  her  investi- 
gations generally. 


Old  Age. 

The  number  of  persons  who  died  aged  65  and 
upwards  was  155,  many  reached  a very  advanced  age, 
there  were  35  over  80  and  7 over  90. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

In  common  with  other  adjoining  districts  a 
comparatively  mild  form  of  this  complaint  was 
prevalent  during  the  year,  it  however  did  not  assume 
an  epidemic  form.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified 
was  1 1 7,  being  an  increase  of  28  on  those  of  the 
previous  year  followed  by  two  deaths. 

Zymotic  or  Infectious  Diseases. 

From  diseases  of  this  class  there  were  49  deaths 
compared  with  37  for  those  of  the  previous  year,  an 


increase  of  12. 

Small  Pox  - o 

Measles  - 20 

Scarlet  Fever  - 2 

Whooping  Cough  2 

Diphtheria  - 5 

Diarrhoea  - 9 

Enteritis  - 8 

Erysipelas  - 3 


The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  1.32  per  1,000,  for 
London  it  was  1.3 1 and  for  the  76  large  towns  1.1. 

Enteritis 

which  is  an  aggravated  form  of  Diarrhoea  was  res- 
ponsible for  8 deaths  and  occurred  in  children  under 
6 months. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Seven  notifications  were  received  ; of  this  number, 
three  were  removed  to  your  Isolation  Hospital  and 
recovered. 

Cancer 

was  the  cause  of  36  deaths  (18  males  and  18  females) 
compared  with  39  for  1908.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  locality,  sex  and  age  : — 


Deaths* from  Cancer  during  1909  (distributed  according  to  locality,  age  and  sex). 
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Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  attacks  show  a decided  increase  on  those 
of  the  previous  year,  numbering  52  against  32  for  1908  ; 
the  disease  never  attained  an  epidemic  character,  being 
almost  without  exception  sporadic  and  with  few 
if  any  definite  causes  for  its  production.  Whilst 
on  this  subject  I would  remark  that  the  Council 
have  sanctioned  the  free  supply  of  anti -toxin  in  the 
case  of  necessitous  patients  and  1 beg  to  express  a 
hope  that  this  most  valuable  adjunct  to  treatment 
will  be  invaribly  adopted,  more  especially  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  complaint. 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  early  Spring 
and  summer  causing  20  deaths  ; they  all  occurred  in 
children  and  were  mostly  complicated  with  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  organs.  It  seems  to  be  a fixed  idea 
in  the  minds  of  many  people  that  every  child  must 
necessarily  suffer  an  attack  of  Measles  and  that  the 
sooner  it  is  acquired  the  better.  This  is  a serious 
fallacy,  especially  in  conjunction  with  the  belief  that 
Measles  is  a trifling  complaint.  With  ordinary  care 
and  medical  supervision,  most  patients  progress 
favourably  and  serious  complications,  so  especially 
dangerous  to  young  children,  are  avoided.  In  order 
to  emphasise  this  statement  as  to  the  necessity  of  care, 
I may  add  that  Measles  caused  more  deaths  in  this 
parish  than  any-  other  Zymotic  disease. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  complaint  was  prevalent  during  the  spring 
causing  two  deaths  in  children  under  five  years  ; in 
the  preceding  year  the  deaths  amounted  to  eleven. 
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Diarrhoea. 

From  this  complaint  there  were  9 deaths  against  10 
for  the  year  1908  ; this  is  a very  low  rate  of  mortality, 
and  compares  very  favourably  with  previous  years, 
which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  cool  summer  and 
autumn. 


Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Was  the  immediate  cause  of  38  deaths  against  29  for 
the  year  1908,  showing  an  increase  of  9.  The  result 
of  the  comparatively  recent  Order  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  causing  the  compulsory  notification 
of  this  disease  by  the  Poor  Law  and  Workhouse  Medical 
Officers  naturally  adds  to  the  number  of  cases  notified. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  time  for  making  the  disease 
compulsorily  notifiable  has  not  yet  arrived  and 
would  be  of  comparatively  little  benefit  unless 
some  suitable  treatment  could  be  arranged  either 
by  sanatoria  or  otherwise,  although  it  has  been  very 
successfully  carried  out  both  in  Sheffield  and 
Edinburgh,  the  latter  in  1907  and  the  former 
two  years  since.  In  Norway  and  the  United  States, 
the  notification  of  the  disease  is  compulsory.  Tuber- 
culosis being  of  an  infectious  character,  it  should  be 
treated  on  the  same  broad  principles  as  other  infec- 
tious complaints.  As  far  as  this  parish  is  concerned, 
the  notification  is  voluntary  with  the  exceptions  I 
have  named. 

In  the  month  of  November,  I was  requested  to 
attend  a meeting  held  in  Bedford  Park  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  question  of  providing  an  Open- 
air  Sanatorium  for  this  County,  the  chief  object  being 
to  provide  for  the  treatment  of  hopeful  cases  where 
the  disease  was  not  too  much  advanced,  and  for  those 
living  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  who  were  not  in 
a position  to  afford  the  fees  of  more  expensive 
Sanatoria.  It  is  only  in  the  early  stage  of  the 
disease  that  treatment  in  an  institution  of  this  kind  is 
of  service. 


Deaths  from  Phthisis  during  1909  (distributed  according  to  locality,  age  and  sex') 


The  subjoined  Table  gives  the  distribution  as  to  sex  & age : 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 


Under  this  Act  I have  received 

278 

certificates 

(including  Phthisis)  : — 

Small  Pox 

- 

0 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 

Croup) 

- 

52 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

- 

”7 

Enteric  Fever  - 

- 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

46 

Phthisis 

- 

55 

compared  with  165  for  1908. 

Slaughter  Houses,  &c. 

The  slaughter  houses,  bakehouses, 

cow 

-sheds  and 

dairies,  also  fish  shops  I need  hardly  refer  to,  they 
being  included  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  (fable  ii  on  Sanitary  work). 

Influenza 

Influenza  was  more  or  less  prevalent  during  most 
months  of  the  year,  causing  nine  deaths,  which  were 
mostly  associated  with  diseases  of  the  heart  or 
pulmonary  complications. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

During  October  I received  through  your  Clerk  a 
copy  of  a Memorandum  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  also  by  the  Board  of  Education  on 
the  “ Closure  of  and  Exclusion  from  School  ” of 
those  children  who  have  been  suffering  from  a mild 
attack  of  an  infectious  disease,  which  has  received  my 
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careful  consideration.  During  the  autumn  in  con- 
junction with  the  School  Medical  Officer  I made 
an  inspection  of  all  the  Council  Schools,  and  we  sent 
a report  to  the  Education  Committee,  pointing  out 
several  sanitary  defects  which  have,  I believe,  received 
the  required  attention. 

I consider  it  a matter  of  importance  that  all  the 
Council  Schools  in  the  district  should  be  periodically 
disinfected,  possibly  during  each  vacation. 


Midwives’  Act,  1902. 

Under  this  Act,  there  are  19  Midwives  practising  in 
the  district ; of  this  number,  9 are  certified,  and  10 
uncertified  ; a weekly  record  is  forwarded  each  week 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  the  cases  attended  by 
them. 


Insanitary  Property. 

During  the  year  I inspected  a house  in  Bedford 
Park,  also  several  cottages  in  Hogarth  Avenue, 
Devonshire  Road  and  Clifton  Gardens.  Each  were 
found  to  be  in  an  insanitary  condition  and  the  usual 
notices  were  served  on  the  owners  under  Section  46  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  requiring  the  premises  to  be  re- 
paired and  cleansed.  Many  of  the  yards  require  either 
to  be  paved  or  asphalted  and  effectually  drained,  the 
subsoil  being  found  to  be  damp  and  without  a proper 
outfall . This  will,  I trust,  in  the  future  be  remedied,  as 
you  have  power  under  Section  25  to  call  on  the 
owners  to  remedy  this  serious  defect. 
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Inquests. 

Inquests  numbered  23,  with  the  following  verdicts ; 


Natural  causes  - - 18 

Accidents  - - 2 

Suicide  2 

Drowning  - - 1 


Motor  Ambulance. 

This  has  proved  a very  useful  addition  to  the  many 
advantages  recently  provided  for  the  district  and  is  duly 
appreciated  both  by  the  patients  and  the  local  medical 
men,  it  being  quite  up-to-date  arid  furnished  with  all 
necessary  surgical  appliances,  which  are  so  frequently 
required  in  cases  of  emergency. 

Open  Spaces. 

The  addition  of  a plot  of  land  situated  at  Strand- 
on-Green,  known  as  “ Strand  Open  Space,”  when 
laid  out,  drained  and  planted  with  ornamental 
trees  and  shrubs,  will  prove  an  acquisition  to  the  class 
of  people  living  in  that  locality  who  are  too  far  from 
the  Homefields  Recreation  Ground. 

New  Buildings. 

The  new  buildings  erected  were  as  follows  : — 

72  dwelling  houses. 

2 shops  with  houses. 

New  Wesleyan  Church. 

“ Palais  Cinema.” 

New  laundry. 

Boys’  club  on  the  site  of  proposed 
St.  Michael’s  Church. 

An  addition  to  St.  Michael’s  Church, 

Bedford  Park. 
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Public  Convenience. 

This  was  completed  during  the  year  and  is  located 
in  a very  central  position. 

Open  Air  Bath. 

This  was  commenced  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
and,  I believe,  will  be  ready  in  the  early  summer  for 
the  use  of  the  school  children  who  have  hitherto  been 
using  the  swimming  baths  in  the  adjoining  districts. 
I am  pleased  to  find  that  the  water  will  be  supplied 
by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  not  direct  from 
the  River  Thames. 

Sewerage. 

It  is,  I believe,  the  intention  of  the  Council  to 
extend  the  surface  water  system  with  the  view  of 
avoiding  the  unsightly  pools  of  water  which  are 
apparent  in  various  parts  of  the  parish,  more  especially 
after  an  excessive  rainfall  such  as  we  have  experienced 
during  the  past  year. 

I am  informed  that  the  extensions  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  are  in  progress  and  nearly  completed, 
and  hope  that  in  my  next  Annual  Report  I shall  be 
able  to  announce  this  as  an  accomplished  fact. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  buildings  were  completed  and  opened  for  the 
reception  of  patients  in  April,  1904. 

The  following  are  the  admissions  during  1909  : — 

Scarlet  fever  - 86  (75  children,  11  adults) 

Diphtheria  - 32  (29  children,  3 adults) 

Enteric  fever  - 3 (all  children) 

Measles  - 1 (a  child,  removed  for  isolation) 


Total  - 122  against  80  for  1908 
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There  were  six  deaths,  all  of  which  were  children  ; 
several  were  in  a moribund  condition  on  admission. 

I may  mention  in  connection  with  the  Hospital,  the 
great  need  which  exists  for  what  is  known  as  an 
“ Observation  ” ward  for  doubtful  cases.  I have 
experienced  on  several  occasions  a great  difficulty  in 
locating  cases  of  this  description  under  existing 
conditions.  The  work  at  the  Hospital  has  been  fairly 
heavy  during  the  year,  due  chiefly  to  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  patients  ; the  nursing  has  been  carried 
out  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  both  the  matron  and 
nurses  have  been  most  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  and  for  order  and  cleanliness  the  Hospital 
compares  favourably  with  any  others.  The  porter 
also  has  carded  out  his  duties  thoroughly  and 
efficiently. 

I append  a report  of  the  Health  Visitor,  giving  the 
details  of  her  work 

“ Sir, 

“ I beg  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  ended 
the  31st  December,  1909,  879  births  have  been  notified 
to  the  Council,  and  in  643  cases  I visited  the  homes. 
The  total  number  of  visits  and  re-visits  during  the  year 
was  1520. 

There  were  37  deaths  amongst  the  infants  visited 
and  of  these  18  were  artificially  fed. 

Five  dozen  boat-shaped  feeding  bottles  were  pur- 
chased and  distributed  and  they  have  been  much 
appreciated. 
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164  births  were  not  notified  to  the  Council  under 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act.  The  parents  have  been 
communicated  with,  and  all  have  now  notified  with  the 
exception  of  19,  of  which  10  were  returned  unknown 
and  9 had  left  the  district. 

Fifteen  deaths  occurred  amongst  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  whose  births  were  registered  outside  the 
district. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  phthisis  have  been  enquired 
into  and  reported  upon  and  from  ro  to  21  cases  have 
been  re-visited  each  month. 

Yours  obediently. 

J.  CRUICKSHANK, 

Health  Visitor .” 

The  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  annexed  hereto  as  usual. 

In  conclusion  may  I be  permitted  to  express  my 
sincere  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  kindness  shown  to 
me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  during  the  past  year.  I must  also  testify 
to  the  loyalty  and  zeal  which  has  characterised  my 
staff  in  the  execution  of  their  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Obediently  yours, 

FREDC-  C.  DODSWORTH. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Medical  Superintend ent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
Fellow  of  the  Society  of  M.O.H. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London. 


Table  showing  Births  and  Birth  Rates : Deaths  and  Death  Rates ; Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases, 

also  Death  Rates  during  the  past  ten  years. 
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TABLE  I.  CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  II. 


CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  III. 


CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Classes  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Cases  Notified  i 

N EACH 

Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  Removed  to.  Hospital 
each  Locality. 

FROM 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages- 

-Years. 

c£ 

■g 

*£ 

ca 

to  Chiswick  Park. 

03  Grove  Park. 

.0 

c 

3 
a 

4 

1 01  Old  Chiswick. 

d 

0 

£ 

c 

& 

3 

H 

6 

< 

H 

O 

H 

7 

— Bedford  Park. 

to  Chiswick  Park. 

os  Grove  Park. 

*3 

6 

4 

01  Old  Chiswick. 

i d 

O 

E 

3 

E- 

6 

5 

0 

7 

1 

Under  j 

1 

1 to  5. 

1 

5 to  15 

1 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Small-pox 

... 

... 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  including 

1 

52  1 

1 

16 

26 

3 

6 

i 

13 

5 

11 

13 

9 

52 

10 

3 

8 

9 

5 

36 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

j j 

Erysipelas 

46  1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

31 

4 

i 

9 

12 

11 

10 

3 

46 

Scarlet  Fever 

117 

26 

71 

1 12 

8 

15 

23 

34 

8 

28 

9 

117 

I 20 

29 

5-  ! 

21 

7 

88 

Typhus  fever... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

Enteric  fever 

7 

1 

3 

' 3 

2' 

3 

1 

1 

7 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Relapsing  fever 

- 

... 

Continued  fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

... 

1 

1 

; i 

1 

Plague 

1 - 

... 

Phthisis 

55 

2 

5 

9 

37 

2 

24 

8 

1 

12 

10 

55 

Totals 

. 278 

h 

46 

106 

33 

85 

6 

19 

• 

62 

32 

64 

32 

278 

8 

30 

35 

13 

31 

13 

130 

Chiswick  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  Clayponds  Lane,  Brentford,  W. 

Total  available  beds,  20.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  : Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 
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CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Urban  District  of  Cljistoirb. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CJjkf  ^anitarg  Inspector. 


ISO©. 


JOHN  H.  CLARKE,  M.R.San.I.,  CertR.I.P.H.,  Sc. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Chiswick,  W. 

January , 1910. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  December  31st,  1909,  and  in  appending 
the  various  tables  giving  details  of  the  work  per- 
formed under  the  various  Acts  affecting  the  Public 
Health  Department,  I may  at  once  state  that  special 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  re-drainage  of  a very 
large  number  of  houses  of  the  artisan  class  as  a result 
of  the  house-to-house  inspections  and  the  subsequent 
drain  testing  and  works  in  connection  therewith 
ordered  by  the  Council  from  time  to  time. 

The  legal  difficulties  in  connection  with  combined 
drainage  of  the  majority  of  property  dealt  with,  in- 
volved considerable  time  and  trouble,  and,  in  some 
cases,  delay  in  the  execution  of  the  necessary  work  ; 
but  I am  pleased  to  state  that,  although  this  question 
has  caused  considerable  anxiety  and  no  small  expense 
(which  has  considerably  increased  during  the  past 
year)  to  the  Council,  it  was  unnecessary  to  take  legal 
proceedings  in  any  case  owing  to  the  satisfactory 
arrangements  made  with  the  owners  ; and  in  this 
respect,  I have  to  acknowledge  the  confidence  which 
the  Council  have  reposed  in  me,  and  also  the  valuable 
advice  and  guidance  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
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Council,  which  has  resulted  in  the  reconstruction,  at  a 
minimum  cost,  of  the  drainage  of  a large  number  of 
houses  drained  on  the  combined  system. 

Private  Schools, 

There  are  14  private  schools  in  this  district,  all  of 
which  are  inspected  trom  time  to  time.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  of  each  of  the  schools  were  attended  to 
some  few  yea-rs  since,  and  it  is  only  now  necessary  to 
inspect  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the 
sanitary  appliances,  class-rooms,  etc.,  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  During  the  past  year  I have 
had  no  cause  for  complaint  in  respect  of  these  premises, 
the  majority  being  maintained  at  a high  standard. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

With  respect  to  the  administration  of  the  health 
provisions  of  the  above  Acts,  I submitted  the  following 
report  to  the  Council  in  December  last  : — 

“Factory  and  Workshop  Acts:  — 

“ I have  now  to  report  the  completion  of  my  annual  inspec- 
tion of  the  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the 
district,  numbering  201  premises,  the  majority  of  which  have 
been  inspected  on  other  occasions  during  the  year. 

“ The  principal  matters  to  which  I have  had  to  devote 
attention  in  the  course  of  the  inspection,  in  accordance  with 
the  statutes,  are  general  nuisances,  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
ventilation,  drainage,  and  sanitary  conveniences ; but  I am 
again  pleased  to  state  that  on  referring  to  the  list  of  sanitary 
defects  it  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  contraventions 
is  small  when  compared  with  the  trades  represented,  which 
shews  that,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  the  occupiers 
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of  the  factories  and  workshops  endeavour  to  keep  their 
premises  in  a sanitary  condition  as  required  by  the  various 
enactments. 

“ Several  notices  were  received  from  the  Home  Office, 
most  of  which  related  to  minor  contraventions;  but  in  every 
case  the  occupiers  readily  agreed  to  my  suggestions  for 
remedying  the  matters  complained  of.  I may  also  mention 
that  the  notices  were  received  before  1 had  made  the  annual 
inspection  and  after  I had  furnished  the  Inspector  with  a 
list  of  the  registered  workshops  and  workplaces  in  this 
district. 

“ In  several  instances  rooms  have  been  measured  and 
cards  supplied  from  this  department  shewing  the  number  of 
persons  that  may  be  employed  in  the  workrooms.  These 
cards  are  renewed  as  required,  and  help  very  materially  in 
the  prevention  of  over-crowding.” 

FACTORIES. 


Trades  Represented. 

Number  of 
Premises. 

Employees. 

Breweries 

2 

157 

General  Engineers 

2 

5 

Laundries 

5 

446 

Motor  Car  and  Launch  Works 

7 

125 

Printers  and  Bookbinders 

6 

148 

Saw  Mills  and  Joiners 

3 

36 

Soap  Works 

1 

250 

Tramway  Depot 

1 

120 

Wall  Paper  Manufacturers 

2 

456 

WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Art  Metal  Workers  - 

4 

38 

Bakers 

16 

44 

Barge  and  Boat  Builders 

3 

23 

Blacksmiths 

4 

9 

Blind  Maker 

1 

2 

Boot  Repairers 

♦ 

25 

53 

26 


Workshops  and  Workplachs — {continued). 


Blouse  Makers 

2 

35 

Carriage  Builder  and  Wheelwright 

1 

14 

Coffin  Makers 

4 

8 

Cycle  and  Motor  Works 

8 

19 

Dressmakers 

19 

58 

Hairdressers 

18 

35 

Harness  Makers 

2 

6 

Laundries 

15 

157 

Locksmiths  and  Gasfitters 

3 

8 

Milliners 

7 

29 

Modelling 

1 

3 

Organ  Builder 

1 

3 

Pattern  Maker 

1 

4 

Photograph  Works  - 

1 

8 

Picture  Frame  Makers 

3 

9 

Restaurants  or  Coffee  Houses 

13 

27 

Stable  Yards 

1 

20 

Tailors 

10 

24 

Umbrella  Makers 

1 

2 

Upholsterers 

1 

2 

Watch  Makers  and  Repairers  - 

7 

14 

Totals  - 201 

2,367 

Sanitary  Defects  and  Other  Matters 

Want  of  cleanliness  - 

- 

3 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

- 

6 

Other  nuisances 

- 

2 

Notices  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
as  to  failure  to  affix  Abstract 

1 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

Three  houses  were  certified  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  by  reason  of  the  insanitary  and  generally 
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dilapidated  condition  thereof ; bat  the  owners,  in 
each  case,  executed  the  necessary  work  and  obviated 
the  necessity  for  the  making  of  dosing  orders. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  enquiries  are  made  into  each 
notification  of  infectious  disease,  and  the  drainage 
and  sanitary  appliances  are  carefully  examined,  and, 
where  necessary,  reported  for  further  inspection.  It 
is  with  much  pleasure  that  I have  to  record  that  the 
sanitary  defects  discovered  were  but  very  few  and  all 
of  a minor  character,  due,  in  a great  degree,  to  the 
Council’s  sanitary  supervision  of  this  district. 

The  matter  of  the  origin,  spread,  etc.,  of  the 
diseases  being  referred  to  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  I have  only  to  report  further  that  thorough 
disinfection  has  been  carried  out  at  the  houses  and 
schools  where  patients  have  respectively  lived  and 
attended.  In  the  former  cases,  where  the  disinfection 
of  the  infected  room  with  formaldehyde  or  sulphur 
has  not  been  considered  sufficient,  or  where  the  patient 
has  suffered  from  the  disease  for  some  days  prior  to 
notification,  notices  have  been  served  on  the  owners 
requiring  the  thorough  stripping,  disinfection  and 
cleansing  of  the  infected  and  other  rooms.  As  regards 
the  schools,  various  classrooms  and  lobbies  have  been 
disinfected  as  occasion  required,  the  latter  during 
school  hours. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  disin- 
fection of  rooms  after  cases  of  phthisis,  cancer  and 
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measles ; and  bedding  and  articles  of  clothing,  etc., 
have  also  been  disinfected  when  required  in  the 
Council’s  steam  disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Trade  Premises. 

All  the  trade  premises — including  bakehouses, 
slaughterhouses,  dairies,  cowsheds,  milkshops,  fish- 
shops,  etc.  — have  been  inspected  quarterly  and  on 
other  occasions  as  necessity  arose,  and,  so  far  as  the 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  governing  the  use  of 
the  same  are  concerned,  I have  to  record  that  very  few 
contraventions  were  reported.  The  number  of  such 
premises  registered  in  the  district  is  shewn  in  Table  II. 
(Sanitary  Work). 

Food  Inspection. 

Careful  supervision  is  exercised  in  connection  with 
the  food  supply  without  unduly  interfering  with  the 
vendors  and  others,  and  the  slaughter-houses  are 
regularly  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
wholesomeness  of  meat  sent  out  therefrom.  No  serious 
cases  have  arisen  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and 
I have  not,  therefore,  had  occasion  to  resort  to  any 
legal  formality,  a caution  and  advice  being  all  that 
were  necessary. 


Petroleum  Acts. 

As  Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  I have  given 
due  attention  to  the  provisions  thereof,  also  to  the 
orders  in  Council  with  respect  to  other  substances  of  a 
like  nature,  and  to  the  regulations  as  to  petroleum 
used  for  light  locomotives. 
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Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  16  store-places, 
the  quantities  kept  varying  from  20  to  500  gallons. 
All  premises  on  which  petroleum  is  kept  are  registered 
and  periodically  inspected. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

In  consequence  of  the  action  taken  by  the  County 
Inspector,  and  of  the  fact  that  enquiries  regarding  the 
sale  of  food  and  drugs  were  satisfactory,  it  did  not 
appear  that  any  additional  expenditure  should  be 
incurred  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  the  analysis  of 
certain  articles,  and,  therefore,  the  number  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year  1909  under  these  Acts — New 
Milk  40,  Skimmed  Milk  3,  and  Vinegar  1 —is  small 
when  compared  with  other  years. 

Two  vendors  of  skimmed  milk  were  prosecuted 
and  respectively  fined  £6  16s.  6d.  and  £3  13s.  6d. 
including  costs,  for  selling  milk  without  making  to  the 
purchasers  a disclosure  as  to  its  altered  state. 

House-to-House  Inspection. 

3,024  houses  were  visited  under  this  heading,  in- 
cluding 1,196  houses  let  in  two  or  more  tenements, 
compared  with  2,823  and  1,145  respectively  for  the 
previous  year,  the  total  population  of  the  areas*  in- 
spected being  16,519 — adults  10,969,  and  children 
5>55°- 

The  value  of  this  important  branch  of  public  health 
work  has  been  amply  demonstrated  by  the  useful  work 
carried  out  in  connection  therewith  in  past  years. 
During  the  year  under  review,  in  addition  to  the  re- 
draining of  nearly  100  houses,  house-to-house 
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inspection  has  resulted  in  the  paving  of  a portion  of 
many  yards,  which  has  effected  a great  improvement 
by  excluding  dampness  from  dwellings,  and  in  the 
more  sanitary  condition  of  their  immediate  surround- 
ings ; the  provision  of  137  house  refuse  receptacles, 
which,  apart  from  facilitating  the  speedy  removal  of 
offensive  refuse,  are  much  more  sanitary  than  the  old 
brick  ashpits,  wood  boxes,  &c.  ; the  repairing  and 
cleansing  of  455  premises  ; and  the  remedying  of 
numerous  other  sanitary  defects. 

It  was  necessary  to  again  specially  refer  to  the 
insanitary  condition  of  certain  houses  at  Strand-on- the 
Green,  with  respect  to  which  I was  compelled  to 
severely  caution  the  owners.  Notices  were  also 
served  on  several  of  the  occupiers  whose  premises 
were  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a nuisance  by 
reason  of  the  uncleanly  condition  thereof.  The  service 
of  statutory  notices,  however,  had  the  desired  effect, 
and  resulted  in  a great  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  houses  in  question. 

House  Drains. 

The  total  number  of  drains  tested  and  examined 
during  the  past  year  was  greatly  in  excess  of  that  of 
previons  years,  as  also  the  reports  submitted  to  the 
Council  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875  to  1907? 
respecting  house  drains  requiring  examination,  practi- 
cally 100  per  cent,  of  which  were  condemned  and 
relaid  or  repaired.  As  previously  stated,  this  has  un- 
fortunately increased  the  expenditure  of  the  Council 
in  respect  of  combined  drainage,  but  in  every  case 
satisfactory  negotiations  were  entered  into  with 
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owners  and  others,  and  the  execution  of  the  work 
has  undoubtedly  enhanced  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  district. 

The  bye-laws  with  respect  to  drains,  etc.,  in  con- 
nection with  existing  buildings,  which  have  been 
made  by  the  Council,  and  submitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  approval,  will  prove  to  be  of 
service  in  securing  efficient  and  uniform  drainage 
work. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
confidence  and  support  which  has  always  been  afforded 
me  by  the  Council  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Iam,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  H.  CLARKE,  M.R.  San.  I.,  &c., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


(I.) 

CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


County  of  Middlesex. — Sanitary  Work,  1909. 
Inspections — 

Number  of  premises  inspected  on  complaint  ...  153 

Number  of  premises  inspected  in  connection  with 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  305 

Number  of  premises  under  periodical  inspection  315 

Houses  inspected  from  house-to-house  ...  3024 

Total  number  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  9172 

Notices — 

Cautionary  Notices  given  ...  ...  ...  662 

Statutory  Orders  issued  ...  ...  ...  792 

Summonses  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Convictions  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( Two  Summonses  withdrawn  ; Notices  complied 
with) 

Dwelling  Houses — 

Houses,  premises,  &c.,  cleansed,  repaired,  &c.  ...  497 

Re-opened  after  repairs,  alterations,  &c.  ...  3 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  (Tenement  Houses) — 

Number  registered  under  Byelaws  ...  ...  341 

Number  of  Contraventions 

Dealt  with  under  Public  Health  Acts 


Movable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  &c. — 
Number  observed  during  the  year 
Number  removed  from  district ... 


10 

10 


(II.) 


CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


County  of  Middlesex. — Sanitary  Work,  1909. 
Bakehouses — 

Number  in  district  ...  ...  ...  15 

Contraventions  of  Factory  Acts...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses — 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  7 

Frequency  of  inspections 

When  slaughtering  is  carried  on 

Cowsheds — 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  inspections...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Freqnency  of  inspections  ...  ...  quarterly 

Number  of  Milch  cows  in  district  ...  ...  8 

Dairies  and  Milkshops — 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  inspections...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Frequency  of  inspections  ...  ...  quarterly 

Contraventions  of  regulations  ...  ...  . ..  1 

Unsound  Food — 

Articles  or  parcels  surrendered  ...  ...  6 

Adulterated  Food—* 

Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  44 

Found  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Offensive  Trades — 

Number  of  premises  in  district...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  inspections...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Supply  and  Water  Service — 

Percentage  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 
Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Cisterns — Cleansed,  repaired,  covered,  &c.  ...  14 

Draw-taps  placed  on  mains  ...  ...  ...  36 

Percentage  of  houses  supplied  on  constant  system  100 


III.) 


CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


County  of  Middlesex. — Sanitary  Work,  1909. 
Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Water  Closets — Repaired,  supplied  with  water  or 

otherwise  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Percentage  of  houses  provided  with  water  closets  100 
Drains — Examined,  tested,  exposed,  &c....  ...  287 

„ Unstopped,  repaired,  trapped,  &c.  ...  134 

„ Waste  pipes,  rain  water  pipes  disconnected, 

repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  35 

„ New  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  149 

„ Existing  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

„ Disconnecting  traps  or  chambers  inserted  67 

„ Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  143 

Percentage  of  houses  draining  into  sewers  ...  100 

Disinfection — 

Rooms  disinfected — 

Ordinary  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  138 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  22 

Articles  disinfected  or  destroyed — 

Ordinary  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  25 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 9 

Dust — 

New  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Periodical  frequency  of  dust  removal  ...  ...  weekly 

Number  of  complaints  of  non-removal  received  ...  60 

Method  of  disposal  ...  ...  ...  destructor 

Sundry  Nuisances  Abated — 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ..  ...  13 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  6 

Foul  pigs  and  other  animals  ...  ...  ..,  2 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  251 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  325 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR 


